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Sec. 10. Suspension. — All parte of this ordinance fixing any fine or penalty for 
failing or refusing to make any improvements or constructive alterations in such 
tenement houses or corrals or the premises or appurtenances thereof, or for any act 
or thing involving the use or existence of such improvements, shall be, and the same 
are hereby, suspended until the expiration of 40 days from and after the passage of this 
ordinance, to allow time for making such alterations or improvements, but all other 
provisions shall go into effect as herein provided, and after the expiration of said 40 
days this ordinance shall be and remain in full force and effect. 

Weeds, Brush, or Rubbish — Growth or Accumulation of, on Premises Prohibited — 
Abatement. (Ord. June 14, 1915.) 

Section 1. Nuisance. — Whenever and wherever weeds, brush, or rubbish shall 
exist covering or partly covering the surface of any lot or premises, whether im- 
proved or unimproved, situated within the circumference of a circle 3 miles from the 
center of this city, or covering or partly covering the surface of any premises or city 
block wherever situated in this city, when on such city block, together with the city 
blocks contiguous to or immediately surrounding the same, there shall be found not 
fewer than four dwelling houses, such weeds, brush, and rubbish, and each of them in 
every such case, are hereby declared to be a public nuisance, the prompt abatement 
of which is hereby declared to be a public necessity, and it is hereby made and de- 
clared to be the especial duty of persons owning or controlling such property to prevent 
such nuisances or promptly to remove and abate the same. The word "weeds" as 
herein used shall be held to include all rank and uncultivated vegetable growth or 
matter which has grown to more than 1 foot in height or which may give rise to un- 
pleasant odors or noxious vapors, or which is liable to become an unwholesome or 
decaying mass or a breeding place for mosquitoes and vermin; the word "brush '* 
shall include all trees or shrubs under 7 feet in height which are not cultivated and 
cared for by the person owning or controlling the premises; the word "rubbish" 
shall include all refuse, rejected tin cans and old vessels of all sorts, useless litter, 
discarded clothing and textiles of all sorts, and in general all other things naturally 
included in said term. 

Sec. 2. Notice. — Upon the existence of any such nuisance coming to the knowledge 
of the city health officer it shall be his duty forthwith to issue a written order or 
notice identifying the lot, lots, block, or premises referred to, and requiring the owner 
or owners of such property or the person or persons to whom such notice is addressed 
to abate such nuisance and to clear such property of such weeds, brush, or rubbish 
within 10 days after the date of the service of such notice. 

Sec 3. Service. — The city health officer shall cause each such notice to be delivered 
by any policeman or sanitary inspector of this city to the addressee of such notice in 
person if found, and proper return thereof to be made at once to the city health officer 
on a copy of such notice. If such return shows that such addressee can not be found 
after diligent search, or if any person owning such property be a nonresident of the 
city of San Antonio, then it shall be sufficient service on and notice to each owner 
of such property if the city health officer shall cause such notice to be published 
three times consecutively in any newspaper of general circulation published in this 
city in the English language. Or it shall in any case be sufficient service of such 
notice on the owner or owners of such property if such notice be forwarded by regis- 
tered United States mail to such owner or owners, provided the return receipt of 
such owner or owners be received and filed by the city health officer. Provided further, 
That the personal service of such written notice on any resident agent or any non 
resident or absent owner of such property, where such agent collects rentals or hag 
control of such property, shall constitute service of notice to such owner or owners 
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as well as such agent; and service of notice on one part owner of any such property- 
shall constitute notice to all. 

Sec. 4. Penalties. — Any owner, lessee, or occupant, whether natural person or per- 
sons or corporation, and any agent, servant, or representative or employee of any 
such owner, lessee, or occupant, including every person having ownership or control 
of any such lot or block, or any part of or interest in the same, who shall allow or 
permit to remain any such weeds, brush, or rubbish on any such property and who 
shall fail or refuse to clear such premises of such weeds, brush, or rubbish within 10 
days after the issuance and personal service on him or her of notice as herein provided 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined 
not less than $1 nor more than $100; and each day during which such failure or refusal 
shall continue shall be deemed a separate offense. 

Sec. 5. Nuisance abated by city at owner's cost. — In the event of any failure or refusal 
of the person, persons, or corporation so owning or controlling any such premises or 
property to cause the same to be cleared of such weeds, brush, or rubbish within 10 
days after the service of notice as herein provided or after the third publication thereof, 
if published, and if the city health officer be of opinion that such weeds, brush, or 
rubbish constitute an actual public nuisance, then the city health officer, with the 
approval of the commissioners, shall be and is hereby authorized and directed by 
his written order to cause such work to be done, in his discretion, either by letting 
same to the lowest bidder or by labor employed by the city, and shall charge the 
necessary cost of such work against the owner or owners of such property, and pre- 
serve all bids, contracts, receipts, and pay rolls, keeping a permanent written record 
of all such work, giving the date thereof, a description of the lot or lots cleared, the 
name or names of the owner, owners, or, agent, if known, and an itemized account 
of the actual and necessary cost of such work and services of said notice; and upon 
the taxing of such costs and expenses in the manner aforesaid the city health officer 
shall certify a copy of such records to the city attorney, who is hereby authorized 
and directed, if such amount be not paid at once by such owner or owners, promptly 
to bring suit in the proper court to recover such sum, together with all costs of suit; 
and all such costs and expenses are hereby declared to be a personal liability and 
debt owing to this city by the owner or owners of such property, and the collection 
of such claim or debt shall be enforced by personal judgment, by suit and attachment 
of property, or otherwise, as the law may permit. 

Sec 6. Repeal and construction. — All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict 
with this ordinance are hereby repealed; and in the event any part or provision of 
this ordinance shall be found to be for any reason void or unenforceable, such defect 
shall not be deemed to affect this ordinance further than to avoid the particular 
objection to same, and shall not be held to invalidate any other provision or any 
other and lawful application of the same provision of this ordinance; and all remedies, 
penalties, and other provisions contained in this ordinance shall be deemed to be 
cumulative of any and all other provisions. 

Rubbish— Disposal of. (Ord. July 26, 1915.) 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, association of persons, or corporation, or 
for any manager or owner of any business establishment, or for the officer of any 
corporation, to permit any person in their respective employments to deposit, and 
it is hereby made the duty of such manager or owner or of such officer of any corpo- 
ration to effectually prevent his or its respective servant?, agents, or employees from 
depositing any papers, litter, or trash in any public street, public alley, or public 
plaza, park, or square, or to deposit the same in any yard space of any privately 
owned premises, unless such deposit is made in tight and sound receptacles securely 
topped or covered so as effectually to prevent the falling or blowing out of any of 
such papers, litter, or trash. 



